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its shade, and under it they celebrate all the important events of life. On its
branches they suspend their rude votive offerings, lance-heads or ploughshares ;
and around its roots they spread those mysterious circles of stones which supply
the place of idols to them. They will fight, therefore, with the energy of despair
in defence of their mhowahs; and where the mhowahs disappear, the Bheel and
the Gound are seen no more. This precious tree is occasionally planted and
cultivated in the plain, but it grows naturally in the mountains.

At four o'clock we reached a fine mukktai, about half a mile distant from
Govindgurh; where our camp was spread over a narrow glade, above which
mango-trees and mhowahs formed a dome ,of verdure. A little farther on began
the slope of the mountain, stretching on an imperceptible angle in a smooth
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acclivity to its- summit; and, on the opposite side, a deep ravine, the bottom of
which forms a small lake, separated ti& from Govindgurk

Our people and baggage, transported by four elephants, arrived an hotir after
us; and, while they were unloading the aniimls, I walked beneath the* shade of
the mhowahs, whose branches were being pillaged by a tribe of langours. While
so engaged, I observed the approach of a wretched-looking, mangy, bald-coated
dog. Not caring for his company, I flung a stone at him, which caused Mm to
turn off across the brushwood, towards some neighbouring huts. Shortly, how-
ever, loud cries proceeded from that direction, and some armed peasants issued
forth, preceded by my " dog/' which turned out to be nothing less than a big
wolf. He had seized a kid, which he still held in his fangs, and, in spite of its
weight, passed by us with such rapidity that neither stones nor sticks could
intercept loam. In fact, it is very hard to distinguish the Indian wolf from the